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REVIEW

New Tube

Audio Research use a new valve — the KT150 — in their recently introduced Reference 75 SE
tube amplifier. Noel Keywood takes it for a ride.

udio Research have a
house sound that's punchy
and exciting — and they
stick to it. | guessed their
new and visually engaging
eference 75 SE power
amplifier would drive their view of
the tube (valve) amplifier forward, in
much the same way as a Mack truck
drives forward. Yes, | am alluding to
the sound, but not in a facetious way.
If you want an amplifier with eye-
popping dynamics, speed and punch,
think Audio Research. | love ‘em, so
| strained at the bit to get this new
Reference in for review.
The 75 SE is — physically — a
very big amplifier, with a big price
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ticket of £8698.Yes, even | was
surprised at this, since a pair of
KT150 valves in push-pull can be had
elsewhere for a lot less.You have to
listen to an Audio Research to see
why, for some, it will be justified; the
rest of us just have to dream, and
drool.

Although very big, this amplifier
isn't super heavy, weighing in at a
just-liftable 21kgs. For its size - 48cm
wide, 22cm high and 50cm deep — it
seems almost flyweight, but that’s
only because Audio Research don’t
use massive output transformers,
something I'll get to later. The chassis
is sturdy, all the same, and well
finished, with massive grab handles at
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the front. The fascia panel is exactly
19in wide to fit a 19in rack, whilst
the rear casework is 44cms wide,
needing 17.5in clearance in a rack.

Then you have of course a pair
of lovely illuminated power meters.
They adorn the front and — to me
at least — animate the box, turning
it into something that has visual
interest in the home. Perhaps that's
because | like looking at meters,
seeing what they have to tell and
— er — not everyone feels the same
perhaps!

But output meters are a useful
thing to have. LED displays better
show short term peaks, admittedly,
but big illuminated meters like this













