MEET YOUR MAKER

Coffee and Stethoscopes

Alan Sircom visits Californian loudspeaker specialist Magico LLC

f you want to encapsulate all that Magico represents, ask the company’s
founder Alon Wolf about coffee. Or photography. Or guitar playing. Or
practically anything in which Alon Wolf expresses an interest. But try it
with coffee first.

“Would you like a coffee?” is a relatively straightforward question you
might be asked in the reception of any firm you visit. But with Magico, those
five words lead to a forty-five minute discourse on the ideal bean, the perfect
location on the perfect mountain for that bean to grow (practically down to
a Google Earth fly-by of that region), the best importers, the perfect roast,
storage technique, grinder, grind, coffee machine, the right kind of water,
optimum boiler capacity, material used for the tamper, the best environmental P
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MAGICO LLC

“Every Magico loudspeaker is built by hand in a clean, bright assembly
area reminiscent of Formula 1 workshops.”

conditions for the best draw, how long the cups need to be heated, whether
its best to raise the milk to the optimum temperature for a flat white quickly
or slowly, and whether it’s best before, during, or after the drawing of the
espresso. Then, two or three otherwise-perfect coffee attempts later, you are
handed a cup of coffee. And yes, it's the best damn cup of coffee you'll ever
drink in the history of everywhere, ever.

That’s the Alon Wolf way. That’s the Magico way. What happens at the
espresso machine in the corner of the staff canteen in that business park in
Hayward in California is an almost perfect reflection of the uncompromising
attention to detail that Magico treats everything.

Magico has been going for a little over 10 years now, originally in a smaller
factory in nearby Berkeley, and | can't think of another audio brand just into
its second decade that has anything close to this impressive production plant.
Whether it’s the state-of-the-art Klippel measurement system, the outstanding
dedicated listening room, or the machine shop, the 30,000 sq ft factory
facilities all point to a company far longer established than Magico.

The company engineers its loudspeakers with cabinets of aluminium, and
builds using materials made in the US. Quality control for most companies
wouldn’t be a problem here — the US has a commanding reputation for
producing high-grade aluminium — but high-grade is just a starting place for
Magico. To this end, while the larger panels are supplied by fabricators to
Magico's exacting specifications, many of the components that make up the
internal spaceframe of the Q series or the top-plates and footers of the S-range
are made in house on one of the five multi-axis CNC milling machines in the
machine shop. That is the kind of detail that might not register on the significant-
o-meter, but it's more than simply a substantial investment in expensive
manufacturing toys, it is the sort of machining capacity found in a company
that makes bits for Boeing, not the kind of scale found in a high-end speaker
building factory. It's not overkill, though; it's the sort of correct engineering
that should be going on inside every reasonably sized high-end loudspeaker
brand, but is hardly ever seen today. If that perfectionist slant wasn’t running
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so strongly through the company, Magico’s
facilities are the kind that could scale up to
make excellent £500 loudspeakers by the
tens of thousands. Instead, the perfectionist
goes for quality over quantity, every time.

As you might expect from so intricate
a build, every Magico loudspeaker is built
by hand in a clean, bright assembly area
reminiscent of Formula 1 workshops. Like F1,
this is not a large team assembling products
on a production line, but instead two or
three people who build a speaker from parts
to packaging, with painstaking assembly
sometimes taking days to finalise. Again, we
can’t stress the attention to detail strongly
enough. Not only does the firm soak test
every finished loudspeaker for 24 hours, but
Magico also uses a full Klippel testing suite to
final test the designs (Klippel's measurement
system is more commonly found in R&D
sections of huge speaker brands, and batch
testing tens of thousands of speakers per
year), but just before final crating up, one
of Magico’s more sensitive listeners dons a
special stethoscope and listens to every joint,
corner, and angle of a loudspeaker to listen
out for stray wisps of air or sound escaping
through the seals of a sealed box. In a rare
moment of near-compromise, the same
soak-Klippel testing procedure is used to
prototype Magico’s next designs.
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