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~ SURPRISE, SURPRISE

THINK YOU'VE HEARD IT ALL? YOU HAVEN'T: KRELL'S RESOLUTION SERIES DOES THINGS
YOU DIDN'T KNOW A SPEAKER COULD DO.

ay in, dav our, |
take calls from
speaker manu-
facturers who
want me to review their
product. Too often, the con-
versation goes like this:

Editor: “What's special
about it? It looks prery ordi-
nary.’

Manufactirer; *“Well, it
sounds great”

Editor: * Every manufac-
turer says that”

Manfactirer: * Bue this
one really 15 exceptional”

FEdiror: **Every manufac-
turer says that, too.”

In these days of sleck,
lifestyle-oriented audiovisual
products, such as wall-
mounted speakers and plas-
ma TVs, a conventonal box
speaker commuands little
attention. The only way it
can distinguish itself 15
through performance, and
because there are so many
outstanding box speakers
available, that’s a shm reed to
lean on,

Krell's Resolution | {left),
Resulution O (center ) and
Resolution 3 {right),
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Thus, when a public-
relations rep offers me Krells
new Resolution Series
speakers for review, I can
summon htde enthusiasm. |
love Krell gear, but what can
| say about yet another box
speaker? Luckily for him, |
have just fiimished testng a
slew of in-wall and in-cetling
speakers and am sick of cut-
ting drywall panels, so 1 suc-
curnb—a decision | will
both relish and regret.

My regret begins upon
the speakers’ arrival, because
each of the two Resolution
1 speakers—the flagship of
the line—weighs 195
pounds. Unpacking and
moving them s no pleasure.
In audio, though, weight
often mdicates quahty. and 1t
turns out that the Resol-

- uton 1 speaker 18 much

heavier in one key area than
Its compentors.

The Resolution Series
comprises five maodels; 1
recewve three 1 use a pair of
Resolunon 15 for the front
lett and right speakers in my
home theater system, a pair
of the smaller Reesolution 3s
as my left and right surround

speakers, and a Resolution C
as my center speaker. The
Resolunon 3 and C use
drivers borrowed from the
Resolunon 1, and carry the
same excellent constructon
quality and rich cherry fin-
ish. All of the speakers in-
clude an unusual grille
composed of taut rubber
strands, The strands affect
sound quality shehtly less
than a typical fabric gnille
does, and they add a dis-
anctive look because the
spaces berween the rubber
strands allow the drivers to
show through,

I connect the Resolution
Series speakers to Krells
Showcase amplifier (which
happens to be the amp |
normally use tor speaker
testing) and surround-sound
processor, thereby forming
what Krell calls a High End
Audio Theater (HEAT) sys-
tern et fly wirh The Lovd of
the Rings: The Return of the
King, which may be the most
demanding soundrack ever
put to DVI 1 expect o be
impressed but not amazed; 1
have, after all, heard a lot of
speakers. But | start to notice

something different, a quality
[ have never heard before.,

Call 1t “speed.” call 1t
“punch.” call it what you
will, the sound of the Resol-
ution Series has an mimedia-
cy equaled 1 no other
speaker | have tested. This
quality dramaacally increases
the realism of your home
theater experience. I hear
this character in every part of
the audio range. When the
good guvs in The Retum of
the King bombard the bad
guys with chunks of build-
g, the impaces frighten
me. | teel the bass in my
chest as much as I hear it.
Yet when | turn off the
video progector and play
audiophile CIs, the delicate
treble of percussion nstru-
ments—such as castanets in
Chesky Records’ fantastic
The Corpells—also seems
verisimilar.

When | wisit Krell rwo
weeks later, [ ask Chief
Engineer and CECQ Dan
I Agosting how the
Reesolution Series can pro-
duee such superior realism.
“The speakers have very stff,
well-made cabinets, but of
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course everyone has that, he
confesses. “And we re using
excellent drivers, but they're
off-the-shelf parts thar any
manufacturer can buy, What
15 special s the crosovers
[the circuit bodrds that route
bass to the wooter, treble o
the tweeter, etc.|. In the
COUrse |rr-|;~.-1|ihi:in}_r .l!'ljl"]il:il._'l'ﬁ
far the last few decades,
wie've learned how to build
circunt boards of the highest
possible quality. This is what
we contribuite to speaker
design. A company that
makes only speakers doesn’
have that experience.”

He then shows me the
crossover for the Resolution

W DESCRIPTION

Musihome heater apeale sysiem; ys-
teim 1ested comprises hwo Resoluton 1
tower speakers. one Resoiution C canter
speaker and two Resalation 3 monitor
speakars, Subwaotar ootional

B COMPONENTS

Resolution 1; Two 10-inch akuminuim-cone
woofers, B-inch magnesium-cong micang/
WODEET, £-INch polyEItIenE-Cons midranga
1+imch Cue-concanbic-nng Twestd
Resalution C: Two B-inch alEninum-cing
woofers, 4-noh povprooylere-cone mid
range, 1-nch dual-concantnc-rng wester
Resolution 3: 8-Inch magnasium-gones
midmnga/wooker, ©-inch dual-concentrio
ring twaeter

® CONNECTIONS

Resolution 1; Two pairs S-wny metn
fhinding posts (Accept bans wire, gins
spade lugs, banana plugs and dual
banana plugs], Bivwirsati

Resolution C: Same a3 above
Resnlution 3: Same a8 ahove

DIMENSIONS

Resolution 1: 58 % 13.2 & 18.7 inchas (wd)
Resoluthon C: 123 x 32 x 16.7 inches. fwd
Resoluthon 3; 16.7 x 173 1 16 inchas ()

PRICE/CONTACT

PRIGE: Resolution 1 311,000 per par,
Resclution G &3 500 sach, Reselution 3
54,000 per pair

CONTACT: 203.799,9954
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I+ four separate circunt

boards weighing 43 pounds
m total. Each one carries
gigantic colls of wire—the
inductors used to block cer-
tan frequencies of sound.
“We use extra-heavy—mauge
Wire in our inductors,”

[V Agostno continues,
"because it lets more signal
pass through. That’s why the
mnductors are so large. We
alea uge heavy-gange copper
!I"-i‘ll' [IH.' COnNNaEcCtons On l‘l]r
circuit boards,”

Tuast as 1t 15 dithicule to
rl'_"‘;-il‘;-l \]'II'_'I'_.‘I.[IIl:g" 1|.'Ar|:|l,'” YL
drive a Ferrari, it is all roo
easy to push the Resolution
'q."L']'H'?\ "-1"{".|]'LL"|"1 Loy eXIre e
volume. These speakers play
loud but never sound loud,
because they produce so lit-
tle distortion. Even as the
speakers massage vour body
with sound, rhn'j.- treat your
ears gently.

But in the same way that
pushing a car to 165 limuits
takes a toll on the tires, ex-
ploring the performance
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Compliant mounting
material isolates the
midrange/woofer driver
on the Resolution | and
Resolution 3 (left) from
spealer-cabinet vibration.
Excellent tweeters and
midrange drivers (right)
complete the pachage.

capabilities of the Resolution
I, in particular, can stress
amplifiers to the breaking
point. With the volume
cranked up high, dynamic

peaks of the most demanding

DV (such as The Refurn of
the King or Star Wars, Episode
I Attack of the Clones) cause
the Showcase amplifier to
shut down temporarily—and
permanently damage a com-
peting high-end amplifier.
Had | added the Resolunion
Subwoafer, as Krell suggests,
to assume some of the bass-
reproduction duaes, ['m sure
the Showcase amp would
have endured the punish-
ment without complaint.
soll, the Resolution 1 de-
serves an elite, high-wattage,
high-current stereo amplifier
(or a pair of mono amps)
instead of a multchannel
amplifier like the Showease.
Besides their perhaps-
unprecedented immediacy

and mcredible dynamic capa-

bility, the Resolution Series
speakers do all the things one
would expect of a carefully

designed high-end speaker.

When you play well-
recorded stereo CDs, mstru-

ments seem to float in space
between the speakers, and
somenmes even behind you,
"L'rl"i.fi.‘?; '{l‘lll",l rh{{‘;'i,11il::i'|.|||‘_-,'
natural: never raspy, never
dull, never bloated, never
thin. The bass, treble and
midrange are perfectly bal-
anced, with no particular
part of the sonic spectrum
calling attention to itself.
That being sad, the Res-
olution 1 outperforms its
smaller sibling, the Resolu-
onon 3, with a clearer mid-
range and more realistic
iEJﬂ.I:'IiL"I]L'i'_'. .k“'l fIIJl]‘;L‘ '\I"'.I['L" 1m

vour roonm—and room in

your budget—for the big
one.

Having reviewed some-
where berween 500 and
1,000 speakers in my career,
[ thought it would be 1m-
possible for one to really
astonish me. But the Res-
olution Series—and the
R.esolution 1 especially—are
truly hetter than anvthing |
have ever reviewed. Krell’s
efforts show that everi i a
field overflowing with
competent compeacors,
imagination and quality
craftsmanship can produce
a better—sounding product.
Imagine if the music
industry iself could learn
this lesson, [




